ix]                    OP RIGHT AND  WRONG.                   231

*

pared blindly to surrender my judgment in such
matters to those who are, and I must say I fail to
see any sufficient scientific evidence, or any evidence
approaching to sufficient, that man's bodily frame
originated in the manner supposed ; and if there be
no sufficient evidence that his material body origin-
ated in such a manner, it would hardly be contended
that his mental powers, moral as well as intellectual,
did originate in an analogous way. To me it seems
to be the simplest to suppose that man's mental
powers, as well as his bodily frame, were designed
to be what they are. How that design was carried
out we have no means of knowing, and it does not
concern us to inquire ; but, assuming that it was so,
I see no difficulty in supposing that man's innate
sense of right and wrong was as much impressed
upon him, as little the creation of his own will, as
his bodily frame. If that be so, we may even look
on this innate sense of right and wrong as the will
of God written upon the heart, and some rules of
guidance may be obtained even without having
recourse to a supernatural revelation. I say " rules
of guidance" as distinguished from motives leading
us to the following of those rules, motives surpassing
in efficacy what can be supplied by mere natural
reason.

If we may look on the moral sense of man as